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has been made from God to man, there is much
difference of opinion as to the precise extent of
that revelation, and as to the meaning of what is
indicated. Some are disposed to take what would
be called a broader view, in which a larger share is
left to the exercise of human reason; some, on the
other hand, pin their faith more narrowly to what,
rightly or wrongly, they imagine to have been
revealed, and fear that a freer exercise of the
reason would involve presumption, and might lead
to error. The importance which properly belongs to
the subject matter of what is revealed is not unfre-
quently transferred to one's own conception of what
is supposed to be revealed; and as there is a good
deal of difference of opinion as to the outlying parts,
the effect of this over-self-confidence is to split men
into parties, those of one party, in their attitude
towards those of another, setting themselves mainly
to object to what they disagree with.

Now, I think that a rational examination of pro-
positions which are accepted, in the first instance, as
having been, as it is supposed, revealed, has a tend-
ency to counteract the narrowness to which I have
referred. Truth cannot be self-contradictory, and
the wider the basis on which the evidence for truth
is examined, the more firmly is that which is really
true likely to be established, and the more likely is
it that specious fallacies will be detected, fallacies